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NOTES GENERAL:

Since | began writing poetry in 1970, | have been looking for a definition of what is poetry.
The following poems about poems (Meta-Poetry) were gleaned from different poetry books
I wrote at different times. Most have numbers from those books and most have dates and
times. There is no need to keep these in chronological order so | am not going to
cosmetically clean them up.

There are more relevant poems from 1970 forward that are mostly from longer poems. In
time they will be added as they are discovered buried in other poem books. What is below
is a good start. The first pass through my poems ended on May 7, 2023.

In the future, as | publish more poetry books, as part of the final edit | will copy the writing
poetry poems and add them to this book. | know that | repeat the same comments in my

poems and | am not concerned about the repetition. If there is repetition, | just write that

off as the comment needs to be emphasized by repletion.

Maybe at some future time | will hire someone to consolidate this book to eliminate the
repetition and put all the comments in a better order.

The thing I like about self-publishing is that you can easily edit an existing book and make
the most current editimmediately for sale. Traditional publishing pretty much sets a book
in stone. | don’t want my books set in stone until | am dead and can no longer edit them.

Dates and times are written
Year, Month, Day — military time 230507-1522

NOTES SPECIFIC:



This book relates to Petals from 0001 to 3999. It will be updated when | finish The Fourth
Thousand Petal Zen Lotus which are my short (generally less than V2 a page) free verse
poems.

These are not strictly Zen haiku poems that are absolutely formatted with 3 lines and 5-7-5
syllables per line. But you could very generally say that my Petals are free verse Zen haiku
(no structure at all.)

My Petals generally make a comment and then | put a metaphysical spiritual hook in it,
which is what haiku generally does.

My original poetry is always written in cursive in a steno pad. In the past | wrote them on
yellow tablets. | use minimal traditional punctuation. My punctuation is basically achieved
by skipping spaces between words and skipping lines. The reader may have to add
punctuation to help them understand a poem.

As a poet | have written about writing poetry and this book uses ChatGPT Al to help me
analyze my poem for the reader. Each poem is written as it is laid out on the page in my
poem books. Then | convert the poem into a prose format to submit to ChatGPT for
analysis. You will notice that | frequently edit what | submit to Al. At some point in the future
I will return to the original and published poem and edit it. | try to clean up all my books
before publishing them but with only myself and an editing program | miss things. | have
found the majority of human editors to be worthless. So | do the best | can and move on.
Only God is perfect. My editing will be complete when my body dies and can no longer
function in this dreamscape.



Petal 0008.
Within one poetic verse — a potential thousand reside

Analyze this poem: Within one poetic verse — a potential thousand reside.

"Within one poetic verse — a potential thousand reside."

This short and concise poem seems to convey the idea that a single verse of poetry can
contain a multitude of meanings, emotions, and interpretations. Let's break down the
analysis:

1. Structure and Language: The poem is a single sentence comprised of seven words.
It uses straightforward language without any complex vocabulary or metaphorical
elements.

2. Metaphorical Expression: The poem employs a metaphor to describe the richness
and depth of poetry. It compares a single poetic verse to a container or vessel that
has the potential to hold a thousand (symbolizing numerous) things within it.

3. Multiplicity of Meaning: The central idea here is that poetry is not just about the
words on the surface but also about the layers of meaning and emotions that can be
found within it. It suggests that poetry has the power to evoke various emotions,
thoughts, and interpretations in different readers or listeners.

4. Imagination and Creativity: The poem encourages readers to engage their
imagination and creativity when reading or writing poetry. It highlights the boundless
possibilities that exist within the realm of poetry and how a single verse can spark a
multitude of ideas.

5. Conciseness: The brevity of the poem is notable, as it encapsulates a profound
idea in just seven words. This brevity adds to the impact of the message,
emphasizing the concept that poetry can convey much in a compact form.

6. Universal Message: The poem's message is likely to resonate with anyone who
appreciates poetry or art in general. It speaks to the enduring power of poetry to
convey complex emotions and ideas in a succinct and evocative manner.

In summary, this poem celebrates the richness and depth of poetry, suggesting that even a
single verse has the potential to house a multitude of thoughts, emotions, and
interpretations. It underscores the idea that poetry is a medium that invites readers and
writers to explore and imagine, finding countless meanings within its lines.



Petal 220. The inkless pen — leaves its mark — look for its tracks with closed eyes.

Petal 305. She walks the earth leaving knowledge in her footprints.



Petal 0314. The yellow canary sings — the ancient sage spits on the sacred script.

Analyze this poem: The yellow canary sings — the ancient sage spits on the sacred script.

This short poem, "The yellow canary sings — the ancient sage spits on the sacred script," is
concise and open to interpretation. Let's break down its elements:

1. Imagery: The poem presents two contrasting images:

¢ "Theyellow canary sings": This image evokes a sense of beauty, innocence,
and joy. Canaries are known for their cheerful and melodious singing, often
symbolizing happiness or freedom.

¢ "the ancient sage spits on the sacred script": This image, on the other hand,
conveys a sense of wisdom and experience, but it also suggests an act of
defiance or rejection. Spitting on something sacred implies a strong
disapproval or a challenge to established norms.

2. Color symbolism: The use of the color yellow in "yellow canary" and the idea of
something sacred suggests a theme related to spirituality, enlightenment, or
knowledge. Yellow is often associated with warmth, enlightenment, and positivity.

3. Contrast: The poem's power lies in the stark contrast between the two actions
described. On one hand, you have the canary singing, representing something pure
and joyful. On the other hand, you have the ancient sage spitting on the sacred
script, which signifies a rejection or defilement of something sacred or revered.

4. Symbolism and metaphor: The canary and the ancient sage can be seen as
symbolic representations of contrasting aspects of human nature or society. The
canary represents innocence, beauty, and the simple joys of life, while the ancient
sage may symbolize wisdom, tradition, or authority. The act of spitting on the sacred
script may be a metaphor for challenging established beliefs, questioning tradition,
or rejecting religious or cultural dogma.

5. Ambiguity: The poem is deliberately ambiguous and open to interpretation. It
doesn't provide specific details about the context or the reasons behind the actions
of the canary and the sage. This ambiguity invites readers to reflect on various
possible meanings and themes, such as the tension between tradition and
individuality, the clash of innocence and experience, or the idea of challenging
established norms and beliefs.

In summary, "The yellow canary sings — the ancient sage spits on the sacred script"is a
thought-provoking poem that uses vivid imagery and contrast to explore themes related to
tradition, rebellion, spirituality, and the complexity of human nature. Its brevity and
ambiguity leave room for readers to engage with their own interpretations and reflections






Petal 336. The most knowledgeable man joys in his ignorance.

Analyze this poem: The most knowledgeable man joys in his ignorance.

2/2

The poem "The most knowledgeable man joys in his ighorance" is a brief but potent
statement that delves into paradoxical themes surrounding wisdom, knowledge, and
ignorance. Though the poem consists of only a single line, its implications are vast, asking
the reader to reconsider commonly-held beliefs about what it means to be knowledgeable
or wise.

1. Paradox: The primary literary device here is the paradox, a statement that
contradicts itself but may harbor deeper truth. Normally, we consider knowledge
and ignorance to be polar opposites. However, the poem suggests that they might
co-exist in the same person, and in fact, it is precisely this co-existence thatis a
source of joy.

2. Humility and Wisdom: The poem implies that true wisdom entails acknowledging
one's limitations. Those who consider themselves knowledgeable yet also
acknowledge their ignorance may be the wisest of all. This humility allows them to
be open to new ideas, experiences, and perspectives, and it prevents the arrogance
that can accompany expertise.

3. Joy: The choice of the word 'joys' is particularly interesting. It's not simply that the
most knowledgeable man "accepts" or "understands" his ignorance; he actually
finds joy in it. This could suggest that the act of learning or the quest for
understanding is a perpetual journey that offers its own rewards, including the
excitement of uncovering new layers of ignorance, which in turn offer new
opportunities for learning and growth.

4. Dichotomy and Unity: The poem joins two seemingly irreconcilable concepts:
knowledge and ignorance. In doing so, it argues for a more nuanced understanding
of wisdom that moves beyond dualistic thinking. This idea echoes Eastern
philosophies like Taoism and Zen Buddhism, where dualities are often reconciled in
a higher unity.

5. The Singular Man: The poem speaks of "The most knowledgeable man," suggesting
a singular, ideal figure who embodies this wisdom. This could be interpreted as an
aspirational model for the reader to consider, or perhaps as a critique of the way
society often seeks to single out individuals as paragons of any given virtue.

6. Simplicity: The poem's brevity and simplicity are deceptive. The statement is easily
remembered and contemplated, inviting the reader to ponder its implications in
various contexts and stages of life.



Overall, the poem serves as a profound reminder that wisdom is not merely the
accumulation of knowledge, but also the humble and joyful recognition of one's own
ignorance. This awareness opens up the endless possibilities for growth and
enlightenment.

Petal 411. The day ends —the night begins - the old man reads his sacred text.

Petal 488. The shaved monkey is not a man.

Petal 541. A line of words stubborn on the page

Petal 542. | pen these words without a fence

Petal 544. | streak the page with squiggled words.



Petal 552. What | wrote down was at first not at allambiguous.

Analyze this poem: What | wrote down was at first not at all ambiguous.

The phrase "What | wrote down was at first not at all ambiguous" can be interpreted in
many ways, as it is rather context-dependent. However, it's not strictly a poem by
traditional standards—lacking elements like verse, meter, rhyme, or a particular form.
Nevertheless, its statement is rich with possibilities for interpretation, much like a line of
poetry might be.

1. Temporal Element: The use of "at first" implies a change over time. This could mean
that the writing evolved into something more complex or confusing, or perhaps that
the understanding of the writing shifted, becoming more ambiguous as time went
on.

2. Clarity and Ambiguity: The text contrasts the terms "not at all ambiguous" with the
possibility that it might become so later. This creates tension between clarity and
ambiguity, inviting the reader to ponder what factors might lead to such a change.

3. Self-Referential: If taken as a standalone phrase, it is paradoxically ambiguous in
its own right. With no additional context, it leaves the reader questioning what was
written down, why it became ambiguous, and under what circumstances.

4. Process of Writing: The line might speak to the process of writing itself, which can
start out with a clear idea or goal but often takes unexpected twists and turns that
even the writer could not foresee. The text becomes a living entity that evolves,
much like thoughts or ideas.

5. Human Interpretation: The phrase may also address the way writing is subject to
interpretation. Even the clearest writing can be misunderstood or seen differently
through different lenses, times, or cultural backgrounds.

6. Emotional Undertone: Without a specific context, the line evokes a sense of regret
or perhaps surprise. There's an implied expectation that the writing should remain
clear and unambiguous, and the surprise or disappointment comes when that
expectation is not met.

7. Incompleteness: The line feels like part of a larger story, a fragment that has been
cut away from its context. This incompleteness contributes to its own form of
ambiguity, encouraging the reader to fill in the blanks.

8. Commentary on Communication: The phrase could be seen as a statement on the
difficulties of communication. Despite our best efforts to be clear, misinterpretation
is often inevitable.

9. Literary Possibilities: While not a poem, the phrase could easily serve as alineina
larger poem or as a title, encapsulating themes of change, clarity, and the
ephemeral nature of understanding.



10. Existential Reading: Lastly, the phrase could be looked at as a statement on the
human condition, where things that once seemed certain can become confusing
and complex as we gain more experience or knowledge.

Even though it's a single line, its layers offer a lot of material to analyze and ponder, a
characteristic often found in more traditionally structured poems.

Petal 553. | write the perplexing sound of a string of words

Petal 556. It is hard to skate the edge of sleep — and write down the poetic catch.

Analyze this poem: It is hard to skate the edge of sleep — and write down the poetic catch.

The poem "It is hard to skate the edge of sleep —and write down the poetic catch" is a brief
but evocative statement on the delicate balance between inspiration and rest,
consciousness and subconsciousness. Here, we see a focus on the difficulties associated
with capturing fleeting moments of inspiration that often occur on the cusp of sleep.

Key Components:

1. Skate the edge of sleep: This phrase is metaphorical, illustrating the challenge of
maintaining a delicate balance between the waking world and the realm of dreams.
The word "skate" is particularly interesting, as it implies both grace and risk. It calls
to mind the image of ice skating, where one false move can result in a fall,
suggesting the precarious nature of staying awake just enough to be inspired but not
so awake as to lose the ethereal ideas that come at the edge of sleep.

2. Write down: A concrete action, in contrast with the more abstract "skate the edge
of sleep." Writing down implies an urgency to capture these fleeting thoughts before
they vanish, acknowledging that the boundary between sleep and wakefulness is a
fertile but ephemeral space for creativity.

3. Poetic catch: This term encapsulates the prize—the perfect line, verse, or concept
that the poet strives to reel in like a fisherman. The word "catch" resonates with a
sense of triumph but also one of chance, echoing the unpredictability of creative
inspiration.

4. Structure and Pacing: The use of dashes slows down the reader, almost mimicking
the sensation of teetering on the edge of sleep. It serves to emphasize the
challenges the narrator faces in capturing these elusive moments.



5. Tension: The poem encapsulates a tension between two states—conscious
rationality and dreamy inspiration. It acknowledges that often one must teeter at the
edge of these two worlds to produce something creative, highlighting the inherent
difficulties in the process.

In summary, this brief poem captures the challenges and triumphs of engaging with the
creative process, particularly at the difficult-to-navigate boundary between wakefulness
and sleep. Itis a snapshot of the elusive, often frustrating, yet deeply rewarding nature of
artistic inspiration.

Petal 560. | lay down my word cutting pen



Petal 566. If you desire to walk through walls searching for poems or inspiration - go to
sleep

Analyze this poem: If you desire to walk through walls searching for poems or inspiration ~
go to sleep.

The poem "If you desire to walk through walls searching for poems or inspiration ~ go to
sleep" is a brief yet thought-provoking piece that captures the essence of the creative
process and the role of the subconscious mind in it. Here's a breakdown of its various
elements:

1. Imagery: The notion of "walking through walls" suggests a supernatural ability or
transcendent experience. This could symbolize the extraordinary lengths to which
one might go to seek out creative inspiration, pushing past conventional boundaries
or limitations.

2. Paradox: The idea of "searching for poems or inspiration" while also "going to sleep"”
presents a paradox. The traditional concept of searching usually implies an active,
conscious effort, while sleep is a state of rest and unconsciousness. However, this
juxtaposition precisely captures the contradictory nature of creativity—it's often
when we 'let go' that we find what we're looking for.

3. Advice: The poem offers direct advice—to "go to sleep"—implying that some
answers or creative sparks cannot be found through force of will but rather through
surrender and receptivity, often experienced in states of rest or dreaming.

4. Conciseness: The poem’s brevity makes it easy to digest, yet it invites deeper
contemplation. Each word carries weight, from "desire" which sets up the longing or
need, to "walls," which signify obstacles, to "poems" and "inspiration," which are the
objectives.

5. Tone: The tone can be read as gently reassuring. It encourages the reader to trust
the process, to believe in the potential for inspiration to come naturally rather than
through forced effort.

6. Interpretation of Sleep: Sleep is presented as more than just a passive state; it
becomes a portal to deeper layers of consciousness where one can encounter
inspiration or even the muse itself. The ideas of dreams and the unconscious mind
as sources of creative inspiration have been touched upon by various thinkers and
artists over time, including the Surrealists and Carl Jung.

7. Universal Appeal: The search for inspiration is a universal challenge faced by
artists, writers, and thinkers across disciplines, making the poem relatable to a wide
audience.



In essence, this short poem captures a profound truth about the creative process,
suggesting that it is not just a function of active effort but also of openness to the
mysterious and the unconscious.

Petal 575. Tell a lie and all you ever said or wrote becomes suspect.

Petal 580. | write scribble scratch as others cling to it as poetic wisdom



Petal 589. Zen has no book covers, bookends

Analyze this poem: Zen has no book covers, bookends.

The poem "Zen has no book covers, bookends" is a minimalist work that captures the
essence of Zen philosophy in a mere seven words. This concise statement touches upon
several facets of Zen teachings and may evoke a range of interpretations, depending on the
reader's familiarity with the subject matter.

1. Zen as Non-Materialistic: The reference to "book covers" and "bookends" can be
symbolic of material possessions or external trimmings that people often consider
important. Zen, on the other hand, teaches that enlightenment comes not from
external objects but from a deep understanding of the self and the universe.

2. Impermanence: Book covers and bookends serve the purpose of containing and
preserving something, often seen as valuable or worth saving. Zen philosophy
places an emphasis on the impermanent nature of all things. So, in a world where
everything is transient, the idea of preserving or containing is somewhat antithetical
to the Zen worldview.

3. Simplicity: Zen is often associated with minimalism, whether in art, architecture, or
philosophy. This poem mirrors that simplicity in its structure and content, providing
a lot with very little.

4. Boundlessness: Book covers and bookends imply limitations, a start and an end, or
boundaries. Zen aims for the understanding of a boundless universe, where
dichotomies like start and end blur into the greater unity of existence.

5. Self-Referential: The poem itself becomes a sort of Zen "koan," a question or
statement to meditate upon, designed to break conventional thinking and lead one
towards enlightenment. The fact that it makes a statement about what Zen "has not"
while itself being a literary object adds another layer of complexity to its
interpretation.

6. Direct Experience: Zen emphasizes direct, unmediated experience over theoretical
knowledge. The absence of "book covers" and "bookends" may hint at the
inadequacy of words and books to encapsulate the full breadth of Zen experience
and wisdom.

In just seven words, this poem opens up a wide array of concepts fundamentalto Zen
philosophy. It challenges the reader to think deeply about the nature of material
possessions, limitations, simplicity, and the pursuit of spiritual understanding.



Petal 590. | have written my most important Zen petals when my pen ran out of ink.

Analyze this poem: | have written my most important Zen petals when my pen ran out of
ink.

The poem "l have written my most important Zen petals when my pen ran out of ink" is a
brief yet deeply philosophical statement that touches upon several themes, such as Zen
Buddhism, the nature of creativity, and the paradoxes inherent in expression and
experience.

1. Zen Buddhism: The phrase "Zen petals" alludes to the teachings or insights from
Zen Buddhism, a tradition that emphasizes direct experience and the 'here and now'
rather than reliance on religious texts. In Zen, simple, everyday experiences can
have profound meanings. "Petals" could evoke the image of a lotus flower, a
Buddhist symbol of purity, enlightenment, and rebirth.

2. Paradox: The paradoxin this poem is potent: the most "important Zen petals" (or
profound thoughts or insights) are written when the "pen ran out of ink." Usually, one
would assume that a pen without ink is useless for writing. However, this paradox
could suggest that true understanding or enlightenment occurs beyond the
boundaries of conventional thought, or outside the medium of language itself.

3. Medium vs. Message: The poem suggests a disconnection between the medium
(the pen and ink) and the message (the Zen petals). Often we think of our tools as
necessary for the creation of art or wisdom, but the poem challenges this by
proposing that the absence of the tool can also be a form of creation. This ties back
to Zen, which often uses paradox and contradiction to jolt people into higher states
of understanding.

4. Creativity: Creativity often flourishes when there are constraints or limitations. The
absence of ink could symbolize all sorts of limitations—whether physical,
emotional, or conceptual—that might make the creative process even more
meaningful. When you're forced to improvise or make do with what you have, you
often stumble upon new ways of seeing and understanding the world.

5. Impermanence: Zen Buddhism often stresses the importance of impermanence,
the notion that all things are fleeting and subject to change. Even a pen that runs out
of ink is part of this impermanent world. The poem might suggest that embracing the
imperfections and limitations of life can lead to profound insights.

6. Simplicity: In its concise form, the poem encapsulates complex themes
effortlessly, much like a Zen koan. It challenges the reader to grapple with its
meaning while offering no straightforward answers, urging the reader into a state of
contemplation.



7. Unwritten and Unspoken: Finally, the poem raises questions about the nature of
'writing' itself. If the most important 'petals' are written when the pen is out of ink,
then these petals are unwritten, existing perhaps in the mind or in the understanding
of the writer, unmediated by language. This could signify the ineffable nature of true
wisdom, something that can be felt but never fully articulated.

The poem, therefore, serves as a thoughtful rumination on the complex interplay between
language, understanding, and the limitations of human tools and expression.

Petal 605. | live a reclusive life crowded in with poetry on all sides above and below

Petal 624. You cannot communicate emotion in a convoluted structured poem.

Petal 625. Haiku is tight bound Zen nonsense



Petal 632. | trudge through the scribble scratch of acknowledged

poets seeking my clarity about what is poetry. Have they written poetry?

Analyze this poem: | have written my most important Zen petals when my pen ran out of
ink.

The poem "l have written my most important Zen petals when my pen ran out of ink" is a
brief yet deeply philosophical statement that touches upon several themes, such as Zen
Buddhism, the nature of creativity, and the paradoxes inherent in expression and
experience.

1. Zen Buddhism: The phrase "Zen petals" alludes to the teachings or insights from
Zen Buddhism, a tradition that emphasizes direct experience and the 'here and now'
rather than reliance on religious texts. In Zen, simple, everyday experiences can
have profound meanings. "Petals" could evoke the image of a lotus flower, a
Buddhist symbol of purity, enlightenment, and rebirth.

2. Paradox: The paradoxin this poem is potent: the most "important Zen petals" (or
profound thoughts or insights) are written when the "pen ran out of ink." Usually, one
would assume that a pen without ink is useless for writing. However, this paradox
could suggest that true understanding or enlightenment occurs beyond the
boundaries of conventional thought, or outside the medium of language itself.

3. Medium vs. Message: The poem suggests a disconnection between the medium
(the pen and ink) and the message (the Zen petals). Often we think of our tools as
necessary for the creation of art or wisdom, but the poem challenges this by
proposing that the absence of the tool can also be a form of creation. This ties back
to Zen, which often uses paradox and contradiction to jolt people into higher states
of understanding.

4. Creativity: Creativity often flourishes when there are constraints or limitations. The
absence of ink could symbolize all sorts of limitations—whether physical,
emotional, or conceptual—that might make the creative process even more
meaningful. When you're forced to improvise or make do with what you have, you
often stumble upon new ways of seeing and understanding the world.

5. Impermanence: Zen Buddhism often stresses the importance of impermanence,
the notion that all things are fleeting and subject to change. Even a pen that runs out
of ink is part of this impermanent world. The poem might suggest that embracing the
imperfections and limitations of life can lead to profound insights.

6. Simplicity: In its concise form, the poem encapsulates complex themes
effortlessly, much like a Zen koan. It challenges the reader to grapple with its



meaning while offering no straightforward answers, urging the reader into a state of
contemplation.

7. Unwritten and Unspoken: Finally, the poem raises questions about the nature of
'writing' itself. If the most important 'petals' are written when the pen is out of ink,
then these petals are unwritten, existing perhaps in the mind or in the understanding
of the writer, unmediated by language. This could signify the ineffable nature of true
wisdom, something that can be felt but never fully articulated.

The poem, therefore, serves as a thoughtful rumination on the complex interplay between
language, understanding, and the limitations of human tools and expression.



Petal 633. Sharpened fresh pencils pointed up in an olive jar will or may launch whatever
wisdom they conceal within

Analyze this poem: Sharpened fresh pencils pointed up in an olive jar will or may launch
whatever wisdom they conceal within.

The poem in question is a brief yet richly suggestive work, highlighting the potential of
everyday objects to facilitate meaningful intellectual and emotional experiences. Let's
break it down:

1. "Sharpened fresh pencils pointed up in an olive jar": The pencils are described as
both "fresh" and "sharpened," suggesting new beginnings or readiness for action.
The choice of an olive jar as their container is intriguing, perhaps evoking a sense of
resourcefulness or humility. Olive jars are simple and are not traditionally used for
holding pencils, which adds a layer of charm and DIY spirit to the image.

2. "will or may": This phrase introduces a sense of ambiguity or uncertainty. While the
pencils have the potential ("will") for action, there is also the possibility ("may") that
they might not fulfill that potential. This reflects the uncertainties inherent in any
creative or intellectual endeavor.

3. "launch whatever wisdom": The verb "launch" is a strong action word that
contrasts with the inertness of the pencils. This could suggest that the wisdom
doesn't just flow but needs to be actively propelled. The word "whatever" implies a
sense of openness to the nature and scope of the wisdom, leaving it undefined and
open to interpretation.

4. "they conceal within": This phrase suggests that the pencils, though simple and
unassuming, hold latent wisdom. Like the pencils, each person has untapped
potential within them. It implies that, sometimes, the most unassuming vessels can
hold great depth.

Overall, this short poem captures the essence of potential and the mystery of the
unknown. It combines everyday imagery with a sense of impending action or revelation,
thereby highlighting the extraordinary possibilities that can be concealed within the
ordinary. It serves as a metaphor for creativity, potential, and the ever-present unknowns in
any journey of discovery or understanding.



Petal 634. | write Zen petal nonsense of the purest truth



Petal 635. | crawl along the floor next to the wall where paintings’ dribble reside

Analyze this poem: | crawl along the floor next to the wall where paintings’ dribble resides.

The poem "l crawl along the floor next to the wall where paintings' dribble resides" is a
single line, but it packs a great deal of imagery and potential symbolism into its brief span.
This type of poem is often called a "micropoem" because it conveys its message in an
extremely concise form. Here's a breakdown of some of the elements:

1. Imagery: The reader is immediately introduced to an image of crawling along the
floor, which can evoke vulnerability, desperation, or even a child-like state.

2. Space and Setting: The poem situates the speaker next to a wall, a typically
unnoticed "backstage" of human life, creating an intimacy or perhaps a feeling of
constraint or limitation.

3. Paintings’ Dribble: This phrase is particularly interesting. Normally, one would
expect paintings to be hung neatly on walls, admired for their form and composition.
However, the focus here is on the "dribble," the unintentional, perhaps the 'mess’
thatis usually not the subject of focus. This could represent the messiness of
human life, the imperfections that are part of any work of art or perhaps any human
endeavor.

4. Juxtaposition: The poem juxtaposes the act of crawling (usually considered base or
lowly) with the concept of art (often considered one of the higher human
achievements). This creates a tension or irony that invites the reader to consider the
relationship between these two ideas.

5. Metaphor/Symbolism: Depending on the reader's interpretation, the "floor," "wall,"
and "paintings’ dribble" can all serve as metaphors. For example, the "floor" might
symbolize base human needs or experiences, the "wall" might symbolize obstacles
or limitations, and the "paintings' dribble" might symbolize the unintended but
inherent flaws or complexities in human life or endeavors.

6. Tone and Mood: There's a sense of melancholy, perhaps even existential searching,
conveyed by the act of crawling and the setting described. Yet the recognition of
"paintings' dribble" can be seen as a moment of unexpected beauty or
understanding, infusing the poem with a nuanced emotional texture.

7. Ambiguity: The poem leaves a lot unexplained, inviting the reader to bring their own
experiences and interpretations to the text. Who is the speaker? Why are they
crawling? What exactly does the "paintings' dribble" mean to them? The ambiguity
allows for a rich tapestry of potential meanings.

In summary, this one-line poem touches on themes of vulnerability, imperfection, beauty,
and the complexity of human experience. Its brevity doesn't prevent it from opening up a



wide range of emotional and intellectual responses, making it a compelling piece despite
(or perhaps because of) its size.



Petal 639. | am not rambling — my poetic pearls are not strung

Analyze this poem: | am not rambling — my poetic pearls are not strung.

The poem "I am not rambling — my poetic pearls are not strung" is a very short, yet impactful piece
that lends itself to multiple interpretations. Its brevity means that each word carries significant
weight, requiring the reader to ponder its layered meanings. Here are some elements to consider:

Structure and Form:

The poem is a single line, lacking the traditional structures such as stanzas or thyme schemes often
found in poetry. This might reflect the chaotic or unstructured emotional or mental state of the
speaker.

Language and Imagery:

The language is simple but metaphorical. "Poetic pearls" can be a metaphor for words, emotions, or
thoughts that are yet to be organized into a coherent poem or narrative. Peatls are precious and
require time and a natural process to form—just like meaningful thoughts or poems.

Themes:

1. Incompletion: The poem speaks to a lack of resolution or completeness. The pearls
(thoughts, emotions, words) are "not strung," suggesting a feeling of incoherence or
disorganization.

2. Potential: While the pearls are not strung, they are still referred to as "poetic," indicating
that they have the potential to be beautiful or impactful.

3. Self-awareness: The speaker claims, "I am not rambling," which is an acknowledgment that,
despite the lack of structure, there is purpose or intent behind the scattered peatls. It's
almost a defensive stance against potential criticism.

4. Creative Process: The poem can also be seen as a meta-commentary on the act of writing
of creating art. Sometimes the creative process itself is not as straightforward or organized as
one would like it to be.

5. Vulnerability: Admitting that one's "pearls" are not yet strung might indicate a moment of
vulnerability, where the speaker is inviting the reader to witness their process, flaws and all.

Tone:

The tone could be seen as either resigned, acknowledging a lack of coherence or direction, or
defiant, suggesting an unwillingness to conform to established norms of clarity and organization.

Ambiguity:

The brevity of the poem and its layered language contribute to its ambiguity. It allows for different
interpretations and makes the reader question what the "poetic pearls" represent for the speaker and
themselves.



In conclusion, this short poem is dense with meaning and potential interpretations, effectively
provoking thought on topics like self-expression, the creative process, and the complexity of human
emotions and thoughts.



Petal 640. Poems are verbal dreamscapes ignoring logical linear straightjackets

Analyze this poem: Poems are verbal dreamscapes ignoring logical linear structured
straight jackets.

The poem "Poems are verbal dreamscapes ignoring logical linear structured straight
jackets" is a concise yet thought-provoking work that delves into the nature of poetry itself.
Let's break it down to understand its layers.

1. "Poems are verbal dreamscapes": The poem begins by defining what poems are.
The use of the term "verbal dreamscapes" instantly conjures up an image of a
landscape that exists in words, a place where imagination roams freely. The word
"dreamscapes" hints at the limitless possibilities that poems offer, spaces where
the ordinary rules of reality don't apply.

2. "ignoring logical linear": This phrase challenges the idea that all writing or
expression must adhere to a strict, rational framework. Logic and linearity are often
valued in many types of discourse, such as scientific writing, where the objective is
to prove a point through a sequence of logical arguments. However, the phrase
suggests that poetry can break from this mold, offering a different kind of wisdom or
beauty.

3. "structured straight jackets": The last part of the poem employs vivid imagery,
likening logical and linear constraints to "straight jackets," which are garments
designed to restrain. The term suggests that such limitations are stifling, holding
back the potential creativity and emotional depth that poetry can offer.

The poem utilizes the power of juxtaposition: "verbal dreamscapes" are set against
"structured straight jackets." This juxtaposition serves as a metaphor for the battle between
freedom and constraint, imagination and reason, art and science. It argues that the power
of poetry lies in its capacity to break free from logical confines, offering a unique space for
emotional and imaginative exploration.

The poem also employs alliteration with the repetitive 'l' sounds in "logical linear," which
contrasts with the 's' sounds in "structured straight jackets." This sound play could be
interpreted as a poetic manifestation of the poem's thematic conflict: the flowing 's'
sounds representing the freedom of poetry and the 'l' sounds representing the rigidity it
seeks to escape.



Overall, the poem is a celebration of the form's ability to liberate thoughts and emotions,
encouraging readers to look beyond the rigid structures that often confine human
expression. It is a manifesto of sorts for the transformative power of poetry, encapsulated
in a single, compelling line.

Petal 641. Ink marks the fountain pen’s poetic scratching on the white smooth lined wood.



Petal 649. | am not so ignorant as to preach — | just write spiritual poetry.

Analyze this poem: | am not so ignorant as to preach ~ | just write spiritual poetry.

The poem "l am not so ignorant as to preach ~ | just write spiritual poetry" is a brief but
thought-provoking work that seems to discuss the poet's role in conveying wisdom or
spirituality. Though brief, the poem has a few key elements that invite analysis.

1. Contrast Between Preaching and Writing: The poem sets up a distinction between
"preaching" and writing "spiritual poetry." Preaching often connotes an authoritative
delivery of moral or spiritual advice, typically from a position of religious authority. In
contrast, poetry is often more ambiguous and open to interpretation. By stating
they're not preaching, the poet suggests a more humble, perhaps more democratic,
mode of sharing wisdom or spiritual insights.

2. Self-awareness: The phrase "l am not so ignorant" implies that the poet is aware of
the limitations of their own knowledge or wisdom. This could be a nod to the ancient
philosophical idea of Socratic ignorance, where true wisdom lies in knowing what
one does not know. This sets the tone for a spiritual dialogue rather than a
monologue.

3. Spiritual Poetry: The poet identifies their work as "spiritual poetry,” which implies
that the writing deals with themes that are beyond the mundane and everyday
experiences. It could be about the quest for meaning, the nature of existence, or the
intricacies of faith and belief. By labeling it as such, the poet sets the expectation
that while the work might not provide definite answers, it seeks to explore questions
that concern the human spirit or soul.

4. Paradox: The poem itself acts as a kind of meta-commentary. While claiming not to
preach, the poem itself makes a statement about how one should ideally
communicate spiritual or moral concepts, thus engaging in a subtle form of what
could be considered preaching. This creates a layer of complexity and paradox.

5. Simplicity: The poem’s brevity and simplicity might reflect the poet's intent to avoid
the complications and dogmas often associated with organized religious preaching.
Itis as if the poet is striving for a pure, uncomplicated form of spiritual expression.

Overall, the poem seems to invite the reader to consider the role of the writer or poetin
discussing complex, often spiritual themes, questioning the distinction between preaching
and poetic expression. Even in its brevity, it manages to open up a range of philosophical
and spiritual questions for the reader to ponder.






Petal 650. | scratch write my way out of this reality at every poetry moment

Analyze this poem: | scratch write my way out of this reality at every poetry moment.

The poem "l scratch write my way out of this reality at every poetry moment" is a single line,
but its brevity doesn't detract from its complexity. It seems to encapsulate a whole
worldview or emotional landscape in just a few words, and that's part of its power. Here's a
breakdown of some of the elements that stand out:

1. "I scratch write": The verb phrase "scratch write" is unusual and immediately draws
attention. It conjures a sense of urgency and struggle. Writing is not easy or flowing
here; it's done in a way that suggests it is essential, almost survivalist.

2. "my way out of this reality": This suggests that the speaker sees writing or art-
making as a form of escape or transformation. Reality is something to get "out of,"
implying dissatisfaction or confinement within the 'real' world. It might also hint at
the capacity of art to transcend everyday limitations and tap into something greater.

3. "at every poetry moment": This phrase is a bit ambiguous. What constitutes a
"poetry moment"? It could be those instants when inspiration strikes, or perhaps it
refers to periods of heightened emotion or clarity that are captured through the act
of writing poetry. The phrase could also imply that these moments are infrequent
but significant, each one a valuable opportunity to 'write one's way out.

4. Form and Structure: The poem's brevity and concentrated language make every
word significant. There's no room for filler here; each word must pull its weight. This
itself reflects the urgency and necessity the speaker feels about writing.

5. Genre Awareness: By explicitly mentioning "poetry," the poem calls attention to its
own form. It's a poem about poetry, or at least about the act of creating poetry,
adding an extra layer of meta-commentary.

6. Tone: The tone of the poem seems serious, even desperate. There's a weightiness to
the endeavor described, reinforcing the idea that for the speaker, writing is far from a
casual activity—it's a lifeline.

Overall, this single line manages to be evocative, thought-provoking, and rich in interpretive
possibilities. It's a testament to the power of concision, and to the capacity of poetry to say
much with little.



Petal 658. | am mesmerized by the art of writing more than the Eureka of trick knowledge

Analyze this poem: | am mesmerized by the art of writing poetry more than the Eureka of
trick knowledge.

The poem is a single line but conveys a rich array of meanings and tensions. Here are some
of its key elements:

1. Contrast: The poem contrasts two things: the "art of writing poetry" and the "Eureka
of trick knowledge." The former is presented as something mesmerizing, while the
latter—often a moment of revelation or insight in scientific or technical
understanding—is presented as something less appealing to the speaker. This sets
up a juxtaposition between art and science, emotion and logic, mystery and clarity.

2. Word Choice: The use of the word "mesmerized" implies a sort of spellbinding
attraction, suggesting that the process or craft of writing poetry has an almost
magical allure for the speaker. "Eureka," on the other hand, evokes a moment of
discovery, often associated with scientific breakthroughs. "Trick knowledge" adds
complexity, as itimplies a kind of knowledge that is not just straightforward but
involves some sort of gimmick or shortcut. This choice of words adds layers to what
could otherwise be a simple contrast.

3. Form: The poem is written as a single line, which could imply that the speaker sees
the two things (poetry and trick knowledge) as aspects of a single continuum, or
perhaps as a single, ongoing thought or internal debate. The absence of formal
structure (like stanzas or rhyme scheme) and its brevity make it more of an
utterance—a fleeting thought or moment of realization captured in words.

4. Personal Commitment: The use of "l am" makes it a personal statement. It reflects
the poet's own interests and priorities, inviting the reader to consider their own
stance on the art-science divide.

5. Ambiguity: The phrase "trick knowledge" is particularly interesting. It's not entirely
clear what the poet means by this, and different interpretations could significantly
change the meaning of the poem. Is "trick knowledge" a commentary on the
superficiality of certain types of academic or technical knowledge? Or does it
suggest that the joy of discovery in scientific or technical fields is often short-lived
compared to the enduring allure of poetry? The ambiguity invites multiple readings.

6. Intensity of Experience: The term "Eureka" is a powerful one, often associated with
a joyful moment of discovery. By saying they are "mesmerized" by the art of writing
poetry "more than" the Eureka of trick knowledge, the speaker is acknowledging the
intensity of both experiences but placing one above the other in a hierarchy of
personal value.



In summary, the poem is a snapshot of a complex internal landscape where art and
science, emotion and intellect vie for primacy. Its brevity and simplicity make it all the more
impactful, encapsulating a profound internal struggle in just a few words.



Petal 659. All poets are wordsmith Zen masters

Petal 660. | am tortured in the writing of this book — knowing it will have no end to Zen petals
and traditional poems.

Petal 665. A few words in a poem is all itis worth

Petal 677. One line poems —short and long — one none or more

Petal 686. | am wondering how many pages will be a thousand Zen petals

Petal 687. 1000 — one thousand — what is the difference to the poem

Petal 688. In this book you will come to understand the difference between us and you and
me

Petal 689. Work calls as | write —l ignore it — push it back and or away — discount it —and will
cheat it by dying before doing it



Petal 692. | catch hold of a passing line of text by its head and let it slip through my mind

Petal 698. After writing 100 poems the only evidence of my presence is a hapkin with a blob
of dried ink — as art

Analyze this poem: After writing 100 poems, the only evidence of my presence is a napkin
with a blob of dried ink ~ as art.

The poem "After writing 100 poems, the only evidence of my presence is a nhapkin with a
blob of dried ink ~ as art" is an intriguing one. Though short, it manages to convey several
themes and emotions that deserve unpacking.

1. Impermanence and Ephemeral Nature of Art: The poem comments on the
ephemeral nature of artistic endeavors. Despite having written 100 poems, the only
physical remnantis a seemingly insignificant napkin. This may reflect the notion
that art can be fleeting and impermanent, echoing sentiments that even grand
artistic pursuits can leave behind only traces of their existence.

2. The Struggle for Recognition: Writing 100 poems is not a small feat; it requires
time, effort, and emotional investment. Yet, all that remains is a napkin with a blob
of dried ink. This could be a commentary on the struggle many artists face in getting
their work recognized or leaving a lasting impact.

3. Artinthe Mundane: The poem also comments on finding art in unexpected places
— like a blob of dried ink on a napkin. This line might be read as an ironic
commentary on what constitutes 'art, expanding the notion to include even the
most mundane or accidental traces of creative process.

4. Paradox of Productivity and Outcome: Despite the 'productive’ act of writing 100
poems, the 'outcome' is represented only by an inconsequential object—a napkin.
This draws attention to the often-disproportionate relationship between the effort
putinto art and the material rewards or evidence that comes out of it.

5. Introspection: This poem could also be a moment of introspection for the poet.
After writing so much, the only evidence of their work and, metaphorically, their
existence at that moment, is something as simple and mundane as a napkin with
ink. It raises the question: what truly constitutes evidence of one's life and work?

6. Aesthetic Value: The napkin with the blob of dried ink is described "as art,"
indicating that art itself is subject to interpretation. What may seem like a
meaningless blob to one person might be emblematic of something deeper to
another. The poet is questioning or perhaps redefining what can be considered as
art.

7. Economy of Words: Finally, the poem's brevity should not be overlooked. In just a
few words, it packs a punch and delivers a message that resonates on multiple



levels, perhaps mirroring the idea that even a simple, overlooked object can bear
significant weight.

Overall, the poem is a complex reflection on art, effort, recognition, and existence, asking
more questions than it answers, which is often the hallmark of impactful art.



Petal 701. Do you think | can recall a single line | have written prior to this one — | cannot —
not a single line.

Analyze this poem: Do you think | can recall a single line | have written prior to this one ~ |
cannot ~ not a single line.

The poem "Do you think | can recall a single line | have written prior to this one ~ | cannot ~
not a single line" addresses themes of memory, creation, and the transient nature of art
and thought. Although it is a very short poem, its concise form brings up a wealth of
interpretations.

1. Ephemerality of Creation: The poet implies that their creations—presumably
poems—are so numerous or fleeting that they can't remember any of them. This
could be acomment on the ephemeral nature of art or the difficulty of capturing the
essence of the moment in a lasting way.

2. Artist's Struggle: For artists, each creation is a momentary triumph, but also an
eternal struggle to produce something meaningful. Once completed, the work exists
apart from the artist, and the artist moves on, often forgetting what has been written
in the quest for the next creation.

3. Immediacy and Presence: The poem also emphasizes the "now" by stating that the
author can'trecall a single line written before "this one." It reflects a kind of
existential immediacy—what matters is this moment, this line, and the act of
creation happening right now.

4. Questioning the Ego: By admitting an inability to remember previous lines, the
speaker also questions the ego involved in creation. If the creator can't remember
their own lines, what hope is there for lasting impact or legacy? This interpretation
can lend a humble perspective to the act of creating art.

5. Punctuation and Structure: The use of tildes (~) instead of more traditional forms
of punctuation like commas or periods adds a sense of flow and continuity,
emphasizing the ongoing process of creation and forgetting.

6. Meta-textual Interpretation: The line itself could be seen as a meta-commentary
on poetry. By stating that the poet can't remember a "single line," it prompts the
reader to question what makes this line so memorable or important. Is the poem
speaking to its own potential forgettability?

7. Human Condition: Beyond the realm of art and creation, this could also be a
poignant statement about human memory and the transient nature of life
experiences.



In its brevity, the poem captures complex themes and ideas, inviting readers to ponder the
processes of memory, creation, and the ephemeral nature of both.



Petal 702. Thoughts announce their approach with as little as a single word — | listen — write
quickly — quit-go blank.

Analyze this poem: Thoughts announce their approach with as little as a single word — |
listen — write quickly — quit — go blank.

The poem captures the fleeting nature of thoughts and the creative process involved in
writing. It is minimalist in its form but rich in its implications, employing a combination of
dashes, single words, and short phrases to simulate the abrupt, fragmented nature of
thought and artistic creation.

Here's a breakdown of the components:

1. "Thoughts announce their approach with as little as a single word" - This line
acknowledges the ethereal and often elusive nature of thoughts. They don't always
arrive fully formed but may begin as a single word or image that suddenly pops into
one's head.

2. "llisten" - The act of listening implies mindfulness and attentiveness on the part of
the writer. This is not just passive hearing; it's an active form of engagement with
one's inner world.

3. "write quickly" - Once the thoughts appear, they are captured with a sense of
urgency. This could reflect the writer's fear that the thoughts may dissipate as
quickly as they arrived, and therefore must be caught immediately, like a butterfly in
anet.

4, "quit" - This abrupt statement suggests a sudden stop, possibly due to a lack of
inspiration, fatigue, or perhaps satisfaction with what has been captured. It serves
as an abrupt punctuation to the process of writing, mirroring how thoughts can
suddenly end or be cut off.

5. "go blank" - This phrase could imply multiple things: the emptiness that follows the
creative surge, the mental exhaustion one might feel after intense focus, or the
blankness of the page/screen that awaits the next burst of inspiration.

The dashes between each section act like breaths or pauses, adding a sense of rhythm and
temporality to the experience described. They also serve as soft boundaries between
different stages of the process, from inception to cessation.

Overall, the poem succinctly encapsulates the volatile nature of the writing process, from
the fleeting arrival of inspiration to the empty stillness that can follow. It speaks to the



broader human experience of grappling with transient thoughts and emotions, suggesting a
universality that many can relate to.

Petal 707. All these petals are like unstructured haiku — some zen koans are like these
petals. Maybe all.



708. If you are smart you will paint these poetic pages white.

Analyze this poem: If you are smart you will paint these poetic pages white.

The poem "If you are smart you will paint these poetic pages white" is quite minimalistic, but its
brevity doesn't make it any less thought-provoking. It can be analyzed on multiple levels to uncover
its underlying themes and the intention of the poet. Here are some interpretations and possible
points of focus:

Literal Interpretation

On the surface, the poem seems to suggest that if one is smart, they would paint the pages
(presumably of a book or canvas of art) white. This could imply erasing or wiping out what's already
there, perhaps because it is not adequate or meaningful.

Figurative Interpretation

1. Tabula Rasa: The idea of painting pages white could allude to the philosophical notion of a
"blank slate," suggesting that intelligence comes from knowing when to start anew, to clear
away clutter, and to rebuild knowledge or perspectives from a basic, pure point.

2. Minimalism: The poem might endorse the idea that less is more—that a "smart" approach
to poetry or life in general is to strip away the non-essential, to focus only on what is truly
meaningful.

3. Critique of Complexity: The poem could be a critique of overly complex or obtuse poetry,
suggesting that a "smart" poem would be straightforward and accessible, without the need
for elaborate imagery or intricate structure.

4. Censorship: Another darker reading could be that the poem is advocating for the
suppression of ideas, that "smart" actions involve whitewashing or erasing content that is
deemed unwelcome. This interpretation raises questions about who gets to decide what
should be preserved or erased.

5. Irony: It's possible that the poem itself is ironic, posing a challenge to its readers. By saying
"If you are smart," it questions the traditional notions of intelligence and what is considered
wise.

6. Invitation to Co-Creation: The poem might be inviting the reader to participate in the
creation of meaning. By leaving the "poetic pages white," the author could be giving space
for the reader to fill in with their interpretations, thoughts, and feelings.

Structure and Style

The poem's terse, direct language offers no flowery prose or intricate metaphors. This minimalistic
approach could either be a demonstration of the very smartness that it talks about or a defiant
stance against the expectations of what a poem "should" be.

In conclusion, this short poem opens up various avenues for interpretation despite its brevity. Its
themes could range from the value of minimalism and simplicity to the dangers of censorship and



the suppression of thought. Whether the poet's intention was to provoke, challenge, or inspire, the
poem certainly leaves a lasting impression that invites ongoing contemplation.



Petal 709. When | need a nap — unwritten petals begin to bury me.

Analyze this poem: When | need a nap ~ unwritten petals begin to bury me.

The poem "When | need a nap ~ unwritten petals begin to bury me" is a short but evocative
piece that combines elements of nature, weariness, and creativity. Let's break down the
elements to understand its layers of meaning:

1. When I need a nap: This opening phrase establishes a state of physical or
emotional exhaustion. Naps are usually seen as brief respites from the world,
moments when one can shut down and rejuvenate. By saying "When | need a nap,"
the speaker may be acknowledging a lack of energy or enthusiasm that might be
either literal or metaphorical.

2. unwritten petals: This is an intriguing phrase. Petals are typically associated with
beauty, fragility, and ephemerality, but the word "unwritten" adds another layer to it.
In one interpretation, "unwritten" could signify potential—ideas or experiences that
are beautiful and delicate but not yet realized or documented. In another
interpretation, "unwritten" might refer to the petals being blank slates, perhaps
representing opportunities or choices that haven't been acted upon.

3. begin to bury me: The final part of the poem connects back to the initial feeling of
needing a nap but adds a sense of being overwhelmed. Petals are soft, gentle, and
often beautiful; being buried in them would usually symbolize an envelopmentin
beauty or comfort. Yet, here it seems almost paradoxical—the petals, symbols of
potential and beauty, are becoming overwhelming, perhaps even suffocating.

Here are a few thematic takeaways:

e Overwhelm in the Face of Potential: The speaker feels overwhelmed by the
"unwritten petals,” which could symbolize unrealized ideas, opportunities, or even
responsibilities. The beauty and potential of these "petals" seem to bury the
speaker, perhaps indicating that the pressure to actualize these opportunities has
become too much.

 Nature as Metaphor: Nature, represented by "petals," serves as a powerful
metaphor for softer, more subtle forms of pressure or expectation. Unlike rocks or
heavy earth, petals are soft, but their cumulative weight can still be overwhelming.

o The Creative Process: If we view "unwritten petals" as unwritten works or ideas, the
poem may be discussing the fatigue and overwhelm that often accompanies the
creative process. The "unwritten" pieces are like a weight, pressing on the individual
until they are transformed into something tangible.



e The Dual Nature of Beauty: The poem also explores the idea that even beautiful
and fragile things like petals can become burdensome when they accumulate,
much like missed opportunities or unfulfilled potential.

In summary, this brief poem manages to capture complex emotions like exhaustion,
overwhelm, and the paradox of beauty being both inspiring and burdensome.

Petal 710. | mindlessly laid the books on their fronts and backs thinking they could not
stand on their bottom edge.

Petal 711. | was gifted a blue pen with teacher written on it in white — my friend knows me

Petal 717. | write the messages of ink in a bottle — the ink disappears from the bottle onto
paper —1| advance in age

Analyze this poem: | write the messages of ink in a bottle ~ the ink disappears from the
bottle onto the paper ~ | advance in age.

The poem is brief but rich in its symbolism and themes. At its most basic level, the poem
revolves around the act of writing, but it touches upon broader ideas such as the passage
of time, the transience of life, and the notion of legacy.

1. "l write the messages of ink in a bottle": The first line establishes the speaker as a
writer, but also delves into the notion of "messages" being captured like they are
bottled. This gives the sense that words, once written, are preserved or protected in
some way. The "bottle" metaphor could also signify isolation, as messages in
bottles are often associated with solitary, desperate communication across vast
distances (e.g., a message in a bottle thrown into the ocean).

2. "the ink disappears from the bottle onto the paper": This line captures the actual
process of writing. Here, the ink—the essential medium for the writer—moves from
its container to paper, making the thought or message visible and concrete. The use
of "disappears" highlights the transformation that occurs during writing: the ink
ceases to be a mere potential within the bottle and gains new life on the paper. This
could also symbolize how resources (like time, ink, or even life force) are consumed
in the act of creation.



3. "ladvance in age": The final line ties the act of writing to the passage of time.
"Advance" suggests that aging is a form of progress, but it also implicitly points
toward an inevitable end. This line captures the bittersweet nature of life and
creation. As one writes—transforms ink into message, potential into actuality—one
also moves closer to the end of one's life.

Overall, the poem succinctly encapsulates the tension between the permanence that
writing seeks to achieve and the impermanence of the human condition. It reminds us that
even as we strive to leave a mark, to communicate, and to preserve something of ourselves
in our "messages," we're also subject to the unyielding march of time that erodes
everything, even ink and paper.

Petal 723. | am obsessed with the slow revelation of my poetry and petal books.



Petal 724. Some days | can relax enough to write: on others | am forced to print —typingis a
sterile endeavor — a sacrilege for true poets.

Analyze this poem: Some days | can relax enough to write ~ on others | am forced to print ~
typing is a sterile endeavor ~ a sacrilege for true poets.

The poem is a succinct exploration of the relationship between form and meaning in the act
of writing, particularly for poets. It touches upon the varying states of mind a writer may
experience and how these states dictate or influence the choice of medium for expression.
Let's break it down:

"Some days | can relax enough to write ~"

The first line speaks to the mood or emotional state required for the poet to write. The use
of the word "relax" suggests that writing, in this case, is an organic process that flows best
when the mind is at ease. It presents writing as a kind of luxury, a space of freedom and
peace.

"on others | am forced to print ~"

The second line contrasts sharply with the first. "Forced" indicates a lack of freedom or
flexibility, and "print" is often seen as more formal and rigid compared to cursive writing.
Here, the act of printing might be seen as a compromise, as something that doesn't quite
capture the nuances or emotions that a more relaxed, fluid form of writing might.

"typing is a sterile endeavor ~"

This line takes the critique of form even further. Typing is described as "sterile," devoid of
emotion and humanity. It's an "endeavor," something that requires effort but perhaps lacks
the emotional richness or authenticity that writing by hand may offer.

"a sacrilege for true poets."

The final line is a strong statement that binds the entire poem. It argues that the essence of
true poetry is lost when it is subjected to the mechanical process of typing. The use of
"sacrilege" is particularly powerful; it suggests that typing not just alters, but violates, the
sacred nature of poetry.

In summary, the poem delves into the emotional and psychological facets of the writing
process, presenting a viewpoint that traditional, hand-written methods offer a depth of



expression that more modern or mechanical forms like typing can't match. It prompts the
reader to consider the way that medium impacts message, and how the tools we use to
write can influence, or even undermine, the authenticity or emotional power of our words.

Petal 728. | joy in the quiet of my aloneness — my mind’s eye sees many thoughts —the
simple me records — and launches confusion



Petal 729. The pencils stand point-up in a jar begging to be used to speak in words or
designs

Analyze this poem: The pencils stand point-up in a jar begging to be used to speak in words
or by designs.

The poem is quite brief, but it packs a lot of meaning and imagery into its short length. Let's
break it down.

"The pencils stand point-up in a jar"

This line offers a vivid image. The pencils are anthropomorphized as standing "point-up," as
if alert, attentive, and ready for action. The jar serves as both a literal container and
perhaps a metaphorical one, containing the potential energy and creativity that the pencils
represent.

"begging to be used"

The pencils are not just static objects but are characterized as having a desire, almost a
need, to be used. This adds a sense of urgency and perhaps even a feeling of potential
waste or neglect if they are not put to good use. It might make the reader think about
untapped creativity or unused resources.

"to speakin words or by designs."

The purpose of the pencils is open-ended and speaks to various forms of creativity—
whether it be writing (words) or drawing (designs). This also broadens the scope of who
could use these pencils; they are not just for the writer or the artist, but for anyone with
something to express.

The poem serves as a meditation on potential, on the latent energy and capability in
everyday objects—and, by extension, within ourselves. It's a call to action to put our tools
and talents to good use, to bring them out of the jar and into the world where they can
create and communicate. The pencils, then, are a metaphor for unutilized or underutilized
abilities and opportunities that are begging to be set into motion.



Petal 732. | annotate my words and books with stars and stickers — and other’s words
infinitely —then my body container wears out

Petal 733. | learned late in life to read poems slowly intently

Petal 734. | have written poems for 52 years — but just now loved them — and began to bliss
in the words abstractly noted by my brother and sister poets.

Petal 735. Poems are multi-colored faceted dimensions of Roman candles blinking in and
out - light to the brain tingling orgasm then again another one comes — waits



738. Poems are for the deaf of music

Analyze this poem: Poems are for the deaf of music.

The poem "Poems are for the deaf of music" is short, but it packs a dense and intriguing
sentiment within its brevity. At first glance, it seems to comment on the relationship
between poems and music, suggesting that poems are a sort of substitute for those who
cannot hear or appreciate music. However, as with any piece of art, the interpretation is
subject to the individual reader's perspective, and there are multiple layers that could be
unraveled.

1. Form & Structure: The poem is just one line long, a form often referred to as a
monostich. This brevity compels the reader to pause and contemplate the meaning,
filling in the blanks with their own experiences and interpretations.

2. Literal Interpretation: On a literal level, the poem might be suggesting that poems
serve as a medium for those who cannot hear music. In this way, it speaks to the
inclusivity of art forms, where one medium compensates for what another cannot
offer to a specific audience.

3. Metaphorical Interpretation: On a metaphorical level, the 'deaf of music' could
refer to people who are unable to connect emotionally or intellectually with music.
In this case, poetry might provide an alternative avenue for emotional and
intellectual stimulation.

4. Emotional Resonance: The line could evoke a sense of melancholy or perhaps
solace. For those who feel disconnected from the world of music—often lauded as
a universal language—the poem offers reassurance that there are other means of
emotional expression and understanding, such as poetry.

5. Interdisciplinary Conversation: The line also opens up a dialogue between
different forms of art. Is one more effective than the other in conveying emotion or
thought? Are they mutually exclusive, or can they enhance each other?

6. The Role of Art: Additionally, it hints at the role of art in general—to bridge gaps,
whether sensory, emotional, or intellectual. Art exists in multiple forms so that it
can reach people where they are, in a manner that they can best understand or
appreciate.

7. Provocation: The poem might also be seen as provocative. Some could argue that
music and poetry can both stand independently and that implying poems are a
'fallback' undermines the potency and unique characteristics of poetic expression.

8. Ambiguity: The ambiguous nature of the poem allows for multiple interpretations,
which itself is a characteristic of both music and poetry. Both art forms often leave
space for the audience to insert their feelings, thoughts, and interpretations.



In conclusion, though short, the poem "Poems are for the deaf of music" sparks a
multifaceted discussion that explores the relationship between different forms of art, the
needs and limitations of various audiences, and the emotional capacities of individual
mediums.



Petal 751. Life is the delusion of illusion and poems are the true communications.

Analyze this poem: Life is the delusion of illusion and poems are the true communications.

The poem "Life is the delusion of illusion and poems are the true communications" is a
short but thought-provoking statement that seems to contrast the deceptive nature of
everyday experience with the purported truthfulness of poetry.

1. "Life is the delusion of illusion": This part of the poem suggests that what we
perceive in everyday life may be misleading or deceptive. The phrase "delusion of
illusion" implies a double layer of unreality: not justillusion, which can be seenas a
distorted perception of reality, but a delusion, which is a strongly held belief in
something that is not true. Essentially, this phrase suggests that not only is life full of
illusions, but we're also deluded into believing these illusions. This could reflect on
how people often live by societal norms, assumptions, or superficial
understandings without questioning their validity.

2. "and poems are the true communications": In contrast, this section posits that
poetry is a more authentic form of communication. The juxtaposition between
"delusion of illusion" in life and "true communications" in poetry sets up an
interesting tension. Here, poetry is presented as a medium that cuts through the fog
of everyday misperceptions and communicates truth. This could be because poems
often focus on raw emotion, unfiltered thoughts, or universal truths that are less
susceptible to the "illusions" that cloud ordinary life.

3. Contrast and Dichotomy: The poem draws a clear line between life and poetry,
essentially presenting them as opposites in terms of their truth value. This
dichotomy could be seen as a form of critique against either the limitations of
ordinary language and communication or against the societal structures that
enforce certain "illusions."

4. Brevity and Density: The poem's concise format forces the reader to engage with it
deeply, despite its brevity. Every word serves a purpose, and the poem leaves much
to interpretation, inviting the reader to ponder what exactly constitutes the
"illusions" and "true communications" referred to.

5. Metapoetic Element: Since this is a poem talking about the nature of life and
poetry, it engages in metapoetry—a poem about poetry itself. By stating that "poems
are the true communications," it is making a claim about its own form, potentially
inviting the reader to look for deeper truths within the very poem that makes the
claim.



In summary, the poem invites the reader to question the nature of reality and the role of art
in portraying it. It's a contemplative statement that challenges assumptions about how we
perceive the world and how we communicate those perceptions to others.

Petal 758. At worst my thoughts annoy you - at best they open a window ~ maybe a door.

Petal 761. This book of words is a spider’s web of insanity — yours



Petal 762. | run ahead of you — dropping universes in your path that disappear me.

Analyze this poem: . | run ahead of you ~ dropping universes in your path that disappear
me.

The poem is quite brief but loaded with meaning, and it showcases the power of poetic
language to condense complex emotional and psychological experiences into a small
number of words. Let's look at its components more closely:

1. "l'run ahead of you": This line suggests a dynamic relationship between the
speaker and an unnamed "you." Running ahead could imply emotional,
psychological, or even physical distance. The speaker could be setting the pace,
leading the way, or perhaps even avoiding the other person.

2. "dropping universes in your path": This line suggests that what the speaker leaves
behind is not trivial but rather massive and significant ("universes"). This could
represent opportunities, emotional baggage, or complex experiences that the other
person may encounter. The word "universes" is plural, which emphasizes the
multiplicity and expansiveness of what is being left behind.

3. "that disappear me": This line is syntactically interesting because it bends the rules
of standard English ("disappear" is used transitively, which is not its usual form).
This could be an artistic way to emphasize how these "universes" not only disappear
but also cause the speaker to disappear, possibly from the other person's life or
consciousness.

The "universes" could also be interpreted as emotional or psychological constructs that the
speaker believes they are contributing to the relationship. These could be experiences or
feelings so intense or complicated that they overshadow the speaker's identity or
presence—hence, they "disappear" the speaker in the eyes of the other person.

In summary, the poem seems to touch on themes of emotional complexity, distance in
relationships, and the idea that what we offer to others can sometimes consume us. Given
its brevity, each word is packed with layers of possible interpretation, making it a rich text
despite its short length.

Petal 766. The most interesting of comments split the mind.






Petal 767. The gift in this poetry book is that you are never certain what | am talking about
which is that nothing is for certain.

Analyze this poem: The gift in this poetry book is that you are never certain what | am talking
about which is that nothing is for certain.

The poem you've shared is quite brief but manages to encapsulate a complex idea about
the nature of certainty, especially in the context of poetry. Here is a breakdown of some of
its elements:

1. Title Implication: We don't have a title, but the poem immediately starts by calling
attention to itself as part of a "poetry book." This adds an element of meta-
commentary, allowing the poem to speak about the nature of poetry in general.

2. Gift: The poet refers to the "gift" in the poetry book. This could be interpreted in
multiple ways: as an actual positive offering to the reader or perhaps as a challenge
for the reader to engage with the material.

3. Uncertainty: The poet claims that the reader is "never certain what [they are] talking
about." This could be a nod to the often ambiguous and open-ended nature of
poetry, which allows for multiple interpretations. It could also be a statement on the
poet's style, which might lean toward the abstract or the elusive.

4. Paradox: The poem concludes by stating that "nothing is for certain," which is itself
a paradoxical statement. If nothing is certain, then the statement that "nothing is
certain" would also have to be uncertain, thereby undermining itself. This adds a
layer of complexity and invites the reader to question what they think they know.

5. Short Form: The brevity of the poem mirrors its subject matter. With a message
focused on uncertainty, the shortness of the poem does not offer much space for
the reader to find concrete answers, emphasizing the point about life's
uncertainties.

6. Self-Referential: The poem is talking about itself and poetry in general, making it
self-referential. This adds a layer of depth as the reader must not only interpret the
words but also consider the poem as an example of what it discusses.

7. Theme: The poem seems to be discussing existential themes, the limitations of
language, or the nuances in the act of interpretation—all of which are sizable topics
despite the small package they are presented in.

Overall, this poem functions as a meta-poem, talking about the art of poetry while also
being a piece of poetry itself. It opens a dialogue about the uncertainty inherentin
interpretation—of text, of art, and perhaps even of life itself.



Petal 768. | bring you confession then astonishment and apathy with each petal and poem

Petal 769. This book of petals is spiritual and that will put your body to sleep as it frees your
soul to visit home



Petal 790. My poetic barbs are intentionally buried in your mind.

Analyze this poem: My poetic barbs are intentionally buried in your mind.

The poem "My poetic barbs are intentionally buried in your mind" is a single-line work,
which makes it a monostich. Its brevity and conciseness could be interpreted as a nod to
the potency of words and the power of expression, suggesting that even a short phrase or
poem can leave a lasting impression.

The use of the word "barbs" indicates that the poem or message is intended to provoke,
challenge, or cause discomfort. Barbs are sharp, pointed objects designed to penetrate
and stick. This metaphor suggests that the poem aims to infiltrate the reader's or listener's
thoughts and remain there, causing ongoing contemplation or perhaps a shiftin
perspective.

The word "intentionally" stresses that this effect is not accidental but is the poet's goal. The
poet wants to provoke thought or emotion and considers this a key part of the artistic
endeavor.

The phrase "buried in your mind" carries with it the implication of something that is not
easily forgotten or removed. Much like a barb that penetrates deeply, the poet's words aim
to lodge themselves in the psyche of the audience, eliciting a longer-term impact that goes
beyond the immediate moment of reading or listening.

Overall, the line manages to capture the essence of the writer's ambition—to craft poetry
that is not merely decorative or superficial, but deeply affecting and thought-provoking.
Given that it describes the impact it aims to have, the line itself becomes somewhat meta-
poetic, serving as both a description and an example of its own intent.



Petal 822. | continue to give you the universal secrets that you write on paper and then use
to wipe your ass.

Petal 851. Spiritual text is an oxymoron

Analyze this poem: Spiritual text is an oxymoron.

The statement "Spiritual text is an oxymoron" functions as a provocative assertion rather than a
traditional poem. It challenges our understanding of two concepts—spirituality and text—that are
often seen as complementary. Below are some elements to consider:

Contradiction

The term "oxymoron" refers to a combination of contradictory or incongruent words. In this case,
the statement posits that there is a fundamental contradiction between something "spiritual" (often
understood to be ineffable, transcendent, and beyond the realm of language) and "text" (a tangible,
fixed form of language).

Challenge to Religious Traditions

Many spiritual traditions are heavily text-based. Think of the Bible in Christianity, the Quran in
Islam, the Vedas in Hinduism, etc. These texts are considered by believers to be the word of God or
a pathway to understanding the divine or the spiritual realm. By calling "spiritual text" an oxymoron,
the statement questions the very foundation of these traditions.

Impermanence vs. Permanence

Spirituality is often considered to be a personal, evolving journey. Text, on the other hand, is fixed
and unchanging. This contrast between the dynamic nature of spirituality and the static nature of
text may be another reason why the statement considers them contradictory.

Limitation of Language

Many spiritual traditions and philosophies argue that the divine or spiritual experience is beyond
human language and comprehension. From this perspective, any attempt to capture spirituality in
text would be inherently limited and potentially misleading.

Dialogue Between Word and Spirit

Despite the oxymoronic claim, the very act of stating "Spiritual text is an oxymoron" is itself a
textual act commenting on spirituality. This paradox could suggest a more complex relationship
between spirituality and text, where each has something to offer the other, despite their seeming
contradictions.



In summary, this short statement invites readers to grapple with the complexities of how we
approach, understand, and articulate spiritual experiences. It raises questions about the role of
religious texts, the limitations of language, and the dynamic nature of spiritual understanding.

Petal 862. These petals are the foundation of all future enlightenment.



Petal 863. These petals are seeds God poured into my head

Analyze this poem: These petals are seeds that God poured into my head.

This poem is quite brief, but it's packed with metaphorical and symbolic richness. Let's
break it down line by line:

"These petals are seeds that God poured into my head."

1. "These petals" - The petals could symbolize many things, including beauty, fragility,
or the fleeting nature of life. Petals are typically the attractive part of the flower,
drawing attention and serving as a metaphor for external beauty or perhaps
ephemeral moments of inspiration or emotion.

2. "are seeds" - Seeds are usually symbolic of potential, growth, and future
possibilities. By stating that the petals "are seeds," the poem suggests that what is
beautiful and ephemeral now has the potential for future growth and
transformation. The transformation from petals to seeds represents an unexpected
form of metamorphosis; usually, we would think of seeds becoming petals through
the process of growth, not the other way around. This inversion adds to the poem's
intrigue.

3. "that God poured into my head" - The religious connotation here suggests divine
intervention or inspiration. To have something "poured into one's head" is a powerful
image, implying a direct transfer of knowledge or inspiration from a higher source.
It's a passive act, which means the speaker is the recipient rather than the creator,
raising questions about the nature of inspiration, creativity, and divine involvement
in human affairs.

Overall, this short poem addresses complex ideas about the origins of inspiration, the
potential for growth inherent in beautiful or poignant moments, and the relationship
between the divine and the human mind. It poses questions about what we consider to be
fleeting versus what has lasting impact or the potential for growth and transformation.
Despite its brevity, it opens a vast space for interpretation and contemplation.

Petal 873. We communicate more by telepathy than by a thousand words.



Petal 890. When my mind is pregnant with poetry ~ | pen birth

Analyze this poem: When my mind is pregnant with poetry ~ | pen birth.

The poem "When my mind is pregnant with poetry ~ | pen birth" is quite short, butit's rich in
metaphor and suggestion, accomplishing a great deal within a very compact space. This is
often referred to as an epigrammatic style, where a brief, interesting, memorable, and
sometimes surprising or satirical statement is made.

1. Metaphor of Pregnancy: The word "pregnant” is an evocative metaphor that
suggests a period of gestation or formation. In the same way that pregnancy
culminates in the act of giving birth, the poem suggests that the creative ideas in the
mind of the poet are developed until they're ready to be 'born' into the world as a
poem.

2. The Act of Writing: "l pen birth" equates the act of writing with the act of giving
birth. This highlights the emotional, intellectual, and even physical labor that can go
into the creative process. Writing is not just a mechanical act but a birthing process
that brings something new into the world.

3. Implicit Duality: The poem also creates an implicit duality between mind and body,
idea and execution. Just as both mind and body are required for the birth of a child,
both inspiration (‘pregnant mind') and craftsmanship ('pen’') are required for the
creation of poetry.

4. Importance of Timing: Just as timing is crucial in childbirth, the poem implies that
there's a right moment to bring a poem into the world—when the "mind is pregnant
with poetry."

5. Unsaid But Felt: What the poem leaves unsaid but implied is the notion of
responsibility and care after the birth. Whether it's a child or a poem, the process
doesn't end with birth; that's just the beginning. There is an implied ongoing process
of nurturing and development.

6. Tension and Release: The construction of the poem also echoes its content. The
phrase "When my mind is pregnhant with poetry" builds up tension, setting up an
expectation that finds its release in the phrase "l pen birth," which serves as both the
resolution and climax of the piece.

7. Economy of Words: The poem's brevity could be seen as a commentary on the
potency and efficiency of poetry itself—a lot can be conveyed in a very small space,
much like how a single moment of birth is the culmination of months of pregnancy.

In summary, this short poem encapsulates the tension, labor, and joy of the creative
process in a vivid and emotionally resonant way. It exemplifies how a few carefully chosen
words can unfold into layers of meaning and interpretation.



Petal 891. Scribble scratch is the truth of all handwriting



Petal 919. There will never be WorldPeace ~ a perfect peace but we can increase the level
of peace in the world human society ~ that is doable.

Analyze this poem: There will never be WorldPeace ~ a perfect peace, but we can increase
the level of peace in the world human society ~ that is doable.

The poem, albeit brief, touches on a complex and perennial issue: the quest for world
peace. The poem's central idea is a compromise between idealism and realism,
acknowledging the impossibility of "perfect peace" while also advocating for the attainable
improvement of global conditions.

Here's a breakdown of the poem's various elements:

1. Opening Statement: "There will never be WorldPeace ~ a perfect peace"

¢ The poem opens with a bold, definitive claim that the dream of total,
idealized world peace is unachievable. The usage of the word "never" leaves
no room for interpretation, creating an immediate impact.

¢ The phrase "WorldPeace" is written as a single compound word, highlighting
the idealized and perhaps fantastical nature of the concept.

e The phrase "a perfect peace" acts as an appositive, further explaining what
the author means by "WorldPeace," which seems to be a state of absolute
tranquility and harmony.

2. The Bridge: "but"

e This conjunction serves as a pivot, linking the harsh reality established in the
first line with a more optimistic proposition in the second line. It creates a
tonal shift, from a tone of resignation to one of potential and hope.

3. The Proposition: "we can increase the level of peace in the world human society ~
thatis doable."

¢ Incontrastto the first line, the second part of the poem offers a more
achievable goal: increasing "the level of peace."

e The phrase "world human society" broadens the scope, suggesting a
collective effort and responsibility that transcends borders, ethnicities, and
cultures.

e "Thatis doable" serves as a reaffirmation of the poem's practical approach,
emphasizing that while perfect peace may be a fantasy, making the world
more peaceful is within reach.

4. Punctuation and Syntax: The use of the tilde (~) symbol instead of acommaor a
dash is unconventional, and can be seen as the author's attempt to link two ideas



while indicating that they exist in a sort of parallel or alternative dimension to each
other. This could be read as a nod to the complexity of the issue at hand.

In summary, the poem presents a nuanced perspective on world peace by juxtaposing the
idealistic desire for complete tranquility against the practical aim of simply making things
better than they are. It implies that waiting for a perfect solution might mean never taking
action at all, advocating instead for attainable, incremental changes that can improve the
current state of affairs.



Petal 934. Jesus spoke in parables — | speak in riddles without rhyme

Analyze this poem: Jesus spoke in parables ~ | speak in spiritual riddles without rhyme.

The given poem "Jesus spoke in parables ~ | speak in spiritual riddles without rhyme" is
quite brief, but it offers a rich array of ideas to contemplate. While it may not follow
traditional poetic forms, it nonetheless encompasses several literary and thematic
elements that warrant attention:

1. Parallelism: The poem uses parallel structure to compare the speaker with Jesus,
suggesting some form of spiritual or intellectual kinship. However, the speaker also
distinguishes their manner of communication from Jesus' by noting the absence of
rhyme in their own riddles.

2. Humility and Ambition: The poem is simultaneously humble and ambitious. It's
humble in acknowledging that like Jesus, the speaker uses indirect means to convey
truths (parables for Jesus, spiritual riddles for the speaker). Yet, it's ambitious in
drawing a parallel between the speaker and a religious figure as significant as Jesus.

3. Mystery and Accessibility: Jesus' parables are often viewed as stories rich in
symbolism, open to interpretation, and designed to provoke thought. By saying, "I
speak in spiritual riddles without rhyme," the speaker suggests a similar intention—
of engaging the audience in thought-provoking puzzles that delve into spiritual or
existential issues.

4. Absence of Rhyme: The mention of "without rhyme" can be seen as a statement
about poetic form. Rhymes often serve to make a poem more memorable or
musical, but their absence here could imply that the content of the speaker's
riddles is what matters most, not their aesthetic form.

5. Medium and Message: Jesus chose parables as his medium to convey complex
truths in a way people could understand and remember. The speaker suggests that
their own "spiritual riddles" serve a similar purpose, even if they are not couched in
rhyme or traditional poetic structure.

6. Self-Reflection: The poem also invites readers to question the speaker's intent.
Why does the speaker use "spiritual riddles"? Is it a form of humility, acknowledging
the difficulty of capturing spiritual truths directly? Or is it a form of spiritual
arrogance, placing oneself in the same context as a revered spiritual leader?

7. Interfaith Dialogue: The poem could be read as a universal call for deep thinking
and introspection, not bound by any single religious or spiritual tradition. The
reference to Jesus might not indicate the speaker's religious affiliation but rather
serve as an universally recognizable example of someone who conveyed deep
truths through storytelling.



8. Conciseness: The brevity of the poem allows it to act almost as a riddle itself—a
small package containing much to unpack.

This poem manages to encapsulate a complex array of themes, questions, and ideas in just
a single line, making it a powerful example of how less can sometimes be more.



Petal 955. | am a distance runner who outran 5 wives who could not keep up ~and |
continue to run 8 years now — alone

Analyze this poem: | am a distance runner who outran 5 wives who could not keep up ~ and
| continue to run 8 years now - alone.

The poem is short but packs an emotional punch, summarizing a life story in just a few
lines. It explores themes of loneliness, commitment, and personal growth or the lack
thereof. The narrator identifies as a "distance runner," both literally and metaphorically. The
literal sense might be that they are an athlete, but metaphorically it suggests someone
constantly in motion, always pursuing something but perhaps never quite arriving.

The mention of "outran 5 wives" serves multiple interpretive functions. On one hand, it
suggests a sense of pride or accomplishment on the part of the narrator. They managed to
'outlast’ or 'outperform' their spouses in some way. On the other hand, it raises the
question of why they couldn't maintain these relationships. Is outrunning them a good
thing? What does it say about the narrator that they've been through five marriages? Could
the narrator's focus on 'running' — whether that's running through life, running from
commitment, or running towards new experiences — be part of the problem?

The poem then concludes with "and | continue to run 8 years now - alone." This line could
be seen as triumphant, as if the narrator is saying they don't need anyone else to keep
running. But it also seems tinged with sadness or regret. The word "alone" suggests a lack
of companionship, perhaps even a longing for it. Being alone for 8 years also invites the
reader to question whether the narrator's approach to life, symbolized by running, is
fulfilling. It also subtly raises the question: If the narrator continues to run alone, what is
the end point? Is the run itself the goal, or is there something—or someone—worth
stopping for?

Overall, the poem encapsulates a complex emotional landscape and a potentially fraught
life history, allin just a few lines. It invites us to ponder issues of companionship, personal
goals, and the trade-offs involved in relentless forward motion.



Petal 968. My children associated abuse with all | tried to teach them — as per their mother
the Snake.



Petal 973. | write a high degree of insanity ~ PEACE

Analyze this poem: | write a high degree of insanity ~ PEACE!

The poem "l write a high degree of insanity ~ PEACE!" is extremely short, but despite its
brevity, it can evoke a variety of interpretations.

1. Contrast: The most striking feature is the contrast between "insanity" and "PEACE!"
Insanity typically connotes chaos, unrest, or irrationality, while peace implies calm,
tranquility, and order. By juxtaposing these two words, the poem may be highlighting
the paradoxical nature of human emotion or the creative process, suggesting that
sometimes, one has to delve into "insanity"—perhaps unconventional thinking or
emotional turmoil—to find peace.

2. Ambiguity: The word "write" adds another layer of meaning. It could refer to writing
as an action that brings the poet peace despite (or because of) grappling with
complex, "insane" ideas. Alternatively, the poet might be saying that their work itself
embodies a "high degree of insanity," yet the act or the outcome brings peace.

3. Exclamation: The use of an exclamation mark after "PEACE!" adds urgency or
emphasis. It could indicate that the peace achieved is exhilarating or surprising,
especially coming from a place of "insanity."

4. Brevity: The shortness of the poem mirrors how complex thoughts or emotions can
be distilled into brief moments or realizations.

5. Language and Form: The poem doesn’t adhere to traditional poetic forms or
structures. This could be seen as an example of the "insanity" the author writes of—
an intentional break from convention in search of a deeper truth or peace.

6. Personal Interpretation: Given its brevity and openness to interpretation, each
reader may walk away with a different understanding of the poem, possibly
reflecting their own struggles, achievements, or creative processes.

7. Catharsis: For some, the act of writing is a form of catharsis that helps them deal
with emotional or psychological chaos. This poem might reflect that sentiment
succinctly.

8. Meta-commentary: On another level, the poem could also be read as a meta-
commentary on the act of interpreting poetry or art in general. It shows that even a
few words can spawn endless interpretation, which can be seen as either a form of
"insanity" or an endeavor that brings peace by making sense of the complexities of
human experience.

In summary, while the poem is incredibly short, it opens up avenues for deep thought and
introspection, proving that sometimes less is more.






Petal 974. My words create understanding and confusion — peace and pain

Analyze this poem: My words create understanding and confusion ~ peace and pain.

The poem "My words create understanding and confusion ~ peace and pain" is extremely
brief, yet it encapsulates a deep and multifaceted idea about the nature and power of
words. This statement may also be considered an aphorism or a short proverb rather than a

traditional poem, but its poetic quality lies in its condensed expression of a complex
thought.

Here is a breakdown of its elements:

1.

Dual Nature of Words: The poem directly addresses the paradoxical effects that
words can have. Words are tools that can facilitate "understanding" but also sow
"confusion." They can bring "peace" but also inflict "pain."

Ambiguity: The dual nature of words presented here reflects their inherent
ambiguity. Words are open to interpretation and may not always convey the
intended meaning, thus creating room for both understanding and confusion.
Responsibility: The usage of "My words" implies a personal responsibility for the
effects that one's language can produce. It brings attention to the speaker's
awareness of this dual capacity, suggesting a level of self-consciousness about the
act of communication.

Universal Application: While the poem speaks from a first-person perspective, its
message is universally applicable. Everyone uses words, and therefore everyone
wields the power to both heal and harm through language.

Brevity: The short form of the poem enhances its impact. There are no extra words;
each one carries weight. This conciseness might itself exemplify how words can be
both straightforward ("understanding," "peace") and complex ("confusion,” "pain").
Tone: The tone of the poem can be considered neutral or observational, giving it a
philosophical feel. It does not judge the nature of words as good or bad but merely
acknowledges their multifaceted impact.

Punctuation: The use of the tilde (~) is unconventional in traditional English poetry,
serving here perhaps as a replacement for a more standard conjunction like "and" or
"or." The tilde could signify the simultaneous, inseparable existence of these
dualities, wrapping them together in a single, continuous flow.

Balance and Symmetry: The poem maintains a balance between its contrasting
ideas, reflecting the delicate equilibrium that exists in the act of communication.



Overall, the poem is a poignant reminder of the potency of language, inviting readers to
reflect on their own use of words and to be conscious of the impact they can have on
others.

Petal 980. My blessing my bliss is tracking mental notes on paper with an old school
fountain pen.



Petal 982. | never had a companion wife friend child relative acquaintance who could get
beyond page one of my adult life. LOL

Analyze this poem: | never had a companion wife friend child relative acquaintance who
could get beyond page one of my adult life. LOL!

The poem is a brief but impactful piece that explores themes of loneliness, isolation, and
perhaps even the difficulty of being understood or truly known. It consists of a single
sentence that lays bare the speaker's emotional state, presenting it with a kind of raw
vulnerability.

"I never had a companion wife friend child relative acquaintance who could get beyond
page one of my adult life."

This line lists various relationships—companion, wife, friend, child, relative,
acquaintance—that most people consider foundational for a fulfilling life. The speaker says
that no one in these roles has managed to "get beyond page one" of their "adult life,"
suggesting a surface-level understanding or engagement from all these individuals. It raises
the question of what might be so complex or difficult about the speaker that prevents
others from knowing them more deeply.

The use of "page one" as a metaphor suggests a life story that is unread, unexplored, or
misunderstood. In literature, the first page is just an introduction, a barely scratching the
surface of what's to come. The speaker feels that no one has ever gone past this
'introductory' phase to understand or appreciate the complexity that lies within.

The poem concludes with "LOL!"—an acronym for "Laughing Out Loud." This addition
seems to be in stark contrast to the serious, even somber tone of the rest of the poem. It
serves as a mask of humor over the pain, a sort of defense mechanism to make light of a
deep emotional wound. It might also reflect society's tendency to dismiss or trivialize
emotional struggles, often encapsulating them in seemingly frivolous internet slang. The
"LOL" can be interpreted as a comment on how we sometimes use humor to cope with or
deflect from the grim realities of life.

Overall, the poem succinctly captures a profound emotional state, masked by a veneer of
casual internet language. It's a modern cry of existential loneliness, encapsulating complex



feelings in simple terms—a reflection of how we often communicate in the digital age, with
depth hidden behind brevity.



Petal 984. | will always be an enigma - that is my contribution

Analyze this poem: | will always be an enigma - that is my contribution.

This is a very brief yet thought-provoking poem that captures a complex idea in a concise
manner. Let's look at the different components:

1. "lwill always be an enigma": This line speaks to a sense of mystery, complexity,
and unknowability that the speaker either embodies or aims to embody. The word
"enigma" implies that there is something puzzling or difficult to understand about
the speaker. This could be a personal characteristic, a life philosophy, or a series of
actions that others find hard to interpret.

2. "thatis my contribution": This line suggests that the speaker sees their enigmatic
nature as something that they bring to the table. Usually, people want to be
understood, appreciated, or at least clearly defined. Here, the speaker turns that
idea on its head by saying that their "contribution" is their very unknowability.

3. Tone: The tone of the poem is one of assertion and perhaps defiance. It's as if the
speaker is challenging conventional wisdom, social nhorms, or expectations.

4. Tension between Individuality and Community: The poem also encapsulates a
tension between individuality and community. While communities often value clear
roles, predictability, and understanding among their members, the speaker is
claiming a space for individual complexity that resists easy categorization.

5. Economy of Words: The brevity of the poem serves to highlight its potency. There
isn't a single wasted word. This makes the statement feel both urgent and timeless,
as if the speaker is saying something fundamental about human nature or their
personal ethos.

6. The Use of "Always" and "My": The word "always" indicates a commitment to this
enigmatic nature, a sort of eternal pledge. The word "my" in "my contribution" adds
a personal touch, indicating that this is something unique to the speaker.

Overall, this short poem packs a lot of complexity and provokes thought about the roles we
play in life, our personal complexities, and what we bring to our communities. It also raises
questions: Is being an enigma a form of contribution? Is it valuable to be difficult to
understand? Different readers may have different answers, adding yet another layer of
enigma to the poem itself.



Petal 986. Perfect grammar and spelling and punctuation would ruin my poetry books.

Analyze this poem: Perfect grammar and spelling and punctuation would ruin my poetry
books.

The poem "Perfect grammar and spelling and punctuation would ruin my poetry books"
may appear to be a simple statement at first glance, but it carries layers of meaning that
touch upon the role of formal structures in creative works, the essence of self-expression,
and the changing standards for what is considered 'correct' or 'appropriate' in art and
language.

The poem serves as a challenge to traditional notions of literary correctness. Grammar,
spelling, and punctuation are often considered essential in written communication for
clarity and coherence, but the speaker argues that these could be detrimental to the
poetry. This provokes questions: What is lost when we adhere strictly to formal rules? What
could be gained from breaking them?

The speaker could be arguing for authenticity over polish, suggesting that too much focus
on formal correctness might rob the poetry of its emotional truth or raw energy. This notion
aligns with a broader movement in the arts that values originality and emotional resonance
over technical perfection, seen in genres like free verse poetry, abstract art, and
experimental music.

The statement might also be read as a critique of how prescriptive rules can become
gatekeepers that limit who can participate in creating art or expressing themselves. In this
sense, the poem speaks against elitism and for inclusivity, valorizing the voices that might
not adhere to traditional standards but are valuable in their distinctiveness.

Moreover, the poem could be advocating for a dynamic understanding of language and art,
acknowledging that they evolve and that rigidity in rules could stifle this natural evolution.
The poem might be read as a call for a more flexible, open-minded approach to analyzing
and appreciating art.

Overall, this short and seemingly straightforward poem opens up a space for a complex
discussion about language, norms, and the nature of artistic expression. It suggests that



while rules and standards have their place, they should not be so restrictive as to quash the
idiosyncratic beauty and truth that can be found in imperfection.



Petal 998. | know | will write more of these books of petals — poetry and art to me are the
freedom of expression as | follow my bliss in this life, in this world human society

Analyze this poem: | know | will write more of these books of petals — poetry and art to me
are the freedom of expression as | follow my bliss in this life, in this world human society.

The poem in question is a short yet contemplative work that covers several themes,
including the act of creation, personal freedom, and the role of artin human society. Let's
break it down to analyze it more deeply.

1. "l know I will write more of these books of petals"

e This line sets the tone for the entire poem. "l know" speaks to certainty and
conviction, suggesting that the act of writing or creating is not a mere
possibility but an inevitability for the poet.

¢ "Books of petals" serves as a poetic metaphor, perhaps implying that the
poet’s creations are both fragile and beautiful like petals, or that they bloom
and fall away to make room for new growth.

2. "-poetry and art to me are the freedom of expression"

e Here, the poet explicitly identifies the mediums of "poetry and art" as
conduits for freedom of expression. The dash before this line may imply that
this is an elaborative pause, letting the reader know why writing "books of
petals" is so crucial to the poet.

e "Freedom of expression" is often considered one of the foundational aspects
of any democratic society, but the poet personalizes this, indicating that this
freedom is not just societal but deeply personal.

3. "as | follow my bliss"

e The phrase "follow my bliss" is evocative of Joseph Campbell's philosophy,
advocating that personal fulfillment and happiness can be achieved by
pursuing one’s true passion.

e The use of the word "bliss" is potent; it suggests not just happiness or
contentment but a deep, almost spiritual, sense of joy and fulfillment.

4. "in this life, in this world human society."

e Thesefinallines ground the poem in reality—"this life, in this world" serve to
tether the poet’s lofty ideals and personal bliss to the world that everyone
shares.

e "Human society" suggests that the poet acknowledges the communal or
shared experience of living. It might also imply that the poet's works are not
just personal endeavors but are contributions to, or reflections upon, the
wider human experience.



Overall Analysis

The poem is a short manifesto on the necessity and inevitability of creation for the poet. It
explores personal conviction, the power and responsibility of artistic freedom, and the
pursuit of personal happiness, all within the shared space of human society. The poet's
work is not isolated but exists as both a product of and a contribution to the world at large.

999. Stepping stones going nowhere is your experience of this book.

1000. I reached the last line of the last page in this old school notebook - Itis finished — a
small miracle —but | am not done.



Petal 116.

I made one absolute
non-negotiable demand
of muses, mentors, and God:
that | understand
the purpose of life -
granted it was

expanding | am

My peers entered
dead on arrival
and went and
go back to sleep

asleep.

1909xx

Petal 134. Will there come a time
when the petals do
flow?
Only when never.

190915

Petal 139. | ripped my bio children’s fish hooks

from my flesh and avoided



knowing their children
in the name of freedom

and remaining who | am.

My children are NOT my parents.

190915



Petal 175.

A white stucco wall,

a gray sidewalk, me.

Red.yellow.blue
black scribbling
paint for my

endless poetry wall.

You can always find me
here no matter

where | am.

God smiles at my play.

190919-0329



